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Nowadays lots of people are interested in scientific literature, or in business literature, or in other specific genres of literature just because they think that it can be useful for their work. Work, not daily life. At the same time, these people have a lot of problems with themselves. They do not have something special and outstanding in their souls. More than that, they feel this lack in courage, in intelligence, in ability to love, and do not know where they can find these features. And to my mind, the best teacher of these skills is literary fiction, imaginative literature, because it may contain such heroic acts that you’ll never imagine. And “Beowulf” has such acts.
Beowulf is the greatest epic poem in the English literature. This masterpiece can teach you all those features that I mentioned before. It’s a saga about the man who became a hero. This man is an example of bravery, wisdom and loyalty to the people who believed in him. Of course, this plot isn’t new now and wasn’t new then. Lots of scholars said that this poem has a banal plot and is just “a heathen heroic lay, a history of Sweden, a manual of Germanic antiquities, or a Nordic Summa Theologica.” (Tolkien 1997 p7) But they couldn’t see something more in this story, something non-historical. They didn’t estimate even the perfect poetic style. And of course, they couldn’t see something incredible in the main character of this poem.
At the beginning of this story, Beowulf is a talented young warrior that comes to the assistance of his uncle, the king of the Danes. He has an unbelievable power in his fists and in his mind; and he is ready to destroy a scary and terrifying monster named Grendel. We can see now the difference between good and evil. On the one hand, we see Beowulf: he is noble man who wants to save helpless people of the Danes and to repay Hrothgar’s generosity (Hrothgar saved Ecgtheow, Beowulf’s father). On the other hand, we see Grendel (and his mother later) who has terrorized unfortunate people of the Danes for twelve years and hates happiness, joy and light. This monster uses his power to hurt people and to make them suffer. Do you see the clear difference between good and evil? I do.
Of course, the author of this poem mentions some other features in both of these characters: the protagonist and the antagonist. So, Beowulf is interested not only in moral side of his acts, he is also looking for fame. And Grendel is so angry toward people, possibly because he is an ogre, a descendant of Cain and cannot be blessed by God unlike mankind. We are able to understand both of the characters, because they are endowed with those features which every person on this planet has. Each of us can be a little bit envious and each of us can be addicted to the reputation. We are all just simple people regardless of our physical or mental strength.
We can read this poem and forget about it but the people described in it are real. We meet heroes (and monsters, of course, too) in our daily life. Certainly, not all of them are as strong as Beowulf is, but what turns an ordinary man into a hero? In my opinion, it is kindness, cleverness, willingness to make sacrifice and to fight for your own ideas. Beowulf said: “No time for foolishness. Only fighting to the end.” 
A hero is always a fighter. He fights for his ideas, for interests of other people, for himself eventually. I can name lots of heroes and all of them had complicated life, full of victories and defeats. But they always fought to the end. Remember such people as Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Mahatma Gandhi, Jane Adams, and I can continue this list. We can call these people real heroes, can’t we? They aren’t totally similar to our Beowulf, but they do have something in common: courage, internal power and global kindness. 
That’s why I want to say that such book characters like Beowulf can help ordinary people to believe in others. They start to think that people are able to do heroic acts. And this is the main purpose of imaginative literature – to broaden minds. But let’s not forget, that prototypes of book characters are people from our daily routine. Everybody can become a hero. We only need examples. Such examples like our hero Beowulf.
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